
   

 

The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy.  I have come that they 

may have life and have it to the full.  John 10:10 

 

I desperately needed some good news this week. Perhaps you do, too.  Something to take away the 

numbness of loss.  Russians have a saying that until now I have dismissed as superstition:  “The way 

you begin the New Year is how the rest of your year will go.”  On January 2, I hugged my dear friend 

Suzy Gaeddert for the last time in a parking lot at a restaurant.  That same day my husband’s mother fell 

at home, and we drove all night to hold her hand before she breathed her last.  On September 17, my 

husband’s mentor and dear friend Bob slipped into heaven.  Suzy passed away on the same exact day as 

Bob only across the ocean in Surrey, England.  On October 26, my father died quietly at my sister’s 

home after a battle with cancer.  Then on November 1, my niece gave birth prematurely and after two 

precious hours, she and her husband said goodbye to a beautiful baby boy.  72, 82, 50, 84 and 4½ 

months. Varying ages.  The thief loves all the things that tempt me to shake my fist at God, rob me of 

the joy of God’s presence, and/or make me look at the world as if nothing matters.  So for the last few 

weeks, I have been avoiding writing this newsletter.  I just wasn’t up to it.  In fact, last week I chose 

house cleaning over the newsletter.  Scrubbing the toilet instead of writing.  Blah, blah, blah.   

Then this week I finally started opening some emails from Russia.  Suddenly I was staring at little 

faces with broad smiles and interested gazes as our staff taught them how to cook, how to put on make 

up or how to drive a car.  Our staff gave these children and teens the gift of time, the gift of touch, the 

gift of companionship.  They are doing so well that in New Corners we have too many children for the 

apartment we are allowed to use.  They are doing so well in Vologda that two new orphanages have 

invited us to come establish relationships with the children.  Our director, Alla, was invited to speak on 

local TV about the work of Comfort Foundation.  Oh, I almost forgot, one of our orphanage graduates, 

Luba, got married and on her wedding day she stopped by the Comfort Foundation Center to be 

embraced and celebrated — because we are her family. 

Our opportunities to reach out to orphans and underprivileged children are expanding.  The numbers 

are important because it means we are meeting a need.  It is the faces of the children, teens and young 

adults that brought me out of my numbness this weekend — seeing the pictures of our staff as they 

demonstrate to those who have every reason to be skeptical what it means to live life to the fullest.  And 

the best news is that lives are forever changed.  I hope you will take time to read this newsletter and look 

at the joy and wonder on their faces.  This is our legacy of our staff and those who prayerfully and 

financially support them.  This is life at its fullest!  

Sherri Holzhausen 

President of the Board of Comfort Foundation, USA 

DECEMBER 2013  COMFORT FOUNDATION 
 

...spiritually and emotionally supports orphans and underprivileged 

children in the Vologda Oblast of northern Russia. 

www.ComfortFoundation.org 
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Help us buy an apartment to expand our ministry! 
Comfort Foundation staff member Tanya has been opening her tiny apartment to children and teens 

in Cherepovets’ poverty-stricken neighborhood of New Corners for the last several years.  For the 

children, her home is a place of comfort, safety and joy.  They come often.  Tanya’s place is cramped, 

and she is getting weary.  We can only fit 15 children in this gracious lady’s home.  Tanya sees 35 

children or so a week as they come in shifts.  We have approximately three times that many who would 

come if they could fit.  During the summer we can meet outside with the children, but the winters are 

cold and long, and meetings can only be held in the cramped apartment.   

We are thrilled at the ministry opportunities in New Corners.  For the last three years we have been 

actively seeking a building to rent for programs for children and teens in this neighborhood.  The school 

has rejected our request to lease space.  Our offers to lease vacant buildings from businesses have been 

turned down due to red tape and lack of financial kickbacks for these business owners.  Tanya needs a 

break, and our many children and teens need a larger place to gather. 

There are no apartments to rent in New Corners, but we recently learned that there are a few for sale, 

and we could purchase one for approximately $52,000.  We estimate that furnishing and remodeling 

costs would be an additional $8,000.  Our Board has approved this project, and we already have $16,000 

pledged for this effort.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us! 

Our staff in New Corners has proven successful in working with churches and donors to help fund 

ministry expenses for children and teens.  Let’s help them get a place to stand and minister.  We would 

love to have these funds raised by March of 2014, allowing us to then purchase an apartment in New 

Corners.  Your gift designated “New Corners” will help us reach our goal! 

Comfort Foundation has fully transitioned to an all-volunteer organization in the States, which 

means that approximately 95% of your donations go directly to the ministry in Russia.  We are also 

100% donor supported.  Our budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year includes salaries for 10 Russian 

staff, ministry expenses, building maintenance in Vologda and transportation expenses.  Our 

operating budget for this year is $168,100.  Our capital campaign for New Corners is $60,000, 

making our total to raise this year $228,100.  Will you help us provide for this vital work? 

Send your tax-deductible contributions to Comfort Foundation, P.O. Box 220261, 

St. Louis, MO  63122 or visit our website to donate online (our NEW online donation 

options include credit/debit card giving, EFT and regularly-scheduled recurring gifts). 

If you are 70½ or older, you may want to ask your financial advisor about the IRS’s extension of the 

charitable rollover for IRAs through 2013.  You may be able to donate directly to Comfort Foundation 

from your IRA and save on the taxes you would have paid to take the money out of your account.   

We also accept stock donations through Edward Jones (josh.wright@edwardjones.com) and are a 

recognized recipient in the matching gift programs at U.S. Bancorp, Monsanto, GE and 

Microsoft.  If your employer has such a program, please check with them to see if your gift to 

Comfort Foundation could be matched. 
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We give thanks for all these special gifts: 

~ In memory of Suzy Gaeddert and Velma Morrison ~ 

~ In honor of Pat Grace’s and Chris Kostow’s birthdays ~ 

~ Jeanne Hickey Memorial Fund ~ 

A NOTE FROM THE GAEDDERTS 

Dear Friends,  
Our sincere and profound thank you is extended to all who have contributed to Suzy's memorial through the 

Comfort Foundation. You have blessed us beyond measure as you honored Suzy with your gifts. Suzy loved the 
dedicated men and women who serve orphans and underprivileged children in the Vologda Oblast in Russia. She 
prayed for and supported their ministries, recognizing that lives were being changed on earth and for all 
eternity through the loving, God-centered ministry of the Comfort Foundation staff. You have honored Suzy's 
memory by supporting and encouraging these dear friends. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
With love and blessings, 
Barry, Zachary and Micah 

Gifts in memory of Suzy will help fund the ministry in the two new orphanages in 

Vologda. It will also help our Vologda staff in their project to support young moms, most of whom 

are orphanage graduates.  Please pray with us that we might also be able to use some of these funds 

to hire a new staff person in Vologda to help with the growing ministry there. 
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Partnering Mission Agency:              Comfort Foundation Contact Information:  

WWW.COMFORTFOUNDATION.ORG 

Bob Evans (PA) — evansbcm@verizon.net 

Pat Grace (MO) — grace1pat@sbcglobal.net 

Sherri Holzhausen (MO) — sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

Chris Kostow (DE) — ctinamk@gmail.com 

Jean Lee (DE) — djeanmlee@gmail.com 

John Roach (PA) — johnroach5@comcast.net 

Paul Schroeder (MO) — pschroe2@swbell.net 

Kristine Weck (IL) — kristine.bishop@gmail.com 

Bethel Baptist (Wilmington, DE) 

Bonhomme Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Central Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Community Covenant Church (St. Louis, MO) 

Grace Bible Fellowship (Wallingford, PA) 

Greentree Community (St. Louis, MO) 

International Community Church of Surrey (London) 

Sycamore Presbyterian (Cincinnati, OH) 

BCM International, Inc. 

201 Granite Run Drive, Suite 260 

Lancaster, PA  17601 

www.bcmintl.org 

Comfort Foundation 

P.O. Box 220261 

St. Louis, MO  63122 

314-221-9464 

Sherri Holzhausen, Board President 

sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

VISION TRIP 2014 
March 21-29, 2014 Approximate Trip Cost (including airfare): $2,200-2,500 

Sherri Holzhausen will lead a trip to explore Russian culture and experience the touching ministry of 

Comfort Foundation in the lives of children, teens and young adults.  Celebrate the creativity of our Russian 

staff and how God is using them to equip orphans and underprivileged children to lead spiritually, 

emotionally and physically healthy lives.   

March 21 Travel day 

March 22-23 Arrive in Moscow and tour historic sites 

March 23 Night train to Vologda 

March 24-28 Visit Comfort Foundation and experience their ministry to orphans, underprivileged 

children/teens and young adults in both Vologda and Cherepovets 

March 28 Night train back to Moscow 

March 29 Travel back to the States 

To reserve your spot, contact Sherri at sherri@comfortfoundation.org or at 314.221.9464 by January 5.   

mailto:sherri@comfortfoundation.org

